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Georgian Britain  
www.bl.uk/georgian-britain 
 
 
 

Teachers’ Notes 
 
Curriculum subject: History      
Key stage: 3 
 
Theme: Poverty and Social Issues 

Rationale 
Industrialisation created great wealth but also great poverty. Life was harsh in the rapidly 

growing industrial towns and cities; high unemployment, overcrowding and crime were all 

huge problems. Georgians became increasingly aware of the “evils of drink”. Gin became a 

very popular drink: it was cheap and readily available in the many gin houses that popped up 

where people drank to alleviate the harsh realities of their lives. This activity investigates 

attitudes towards poverty and alcoholism using Hogarth’s famous images depicting the social 

evils associated with drunkenness. This activity also has links to SMSC/PSHE education. 

Content 
Historical sources:  

 Hogarth’s grim depiction of a society addicted to gin (1768)  

 
Recommended reading (short articles): 

 Poverty in Georgian Britain 

 The Rise of Cities in the 18th Century 

 The Industrial Revolution  

 

Key questions: 

 What social problems did industrial towns create? 

Activities 
1) Ask students to look at Hogarth’s image ‘Gin Lane’. What do you think is going on? 

What is Hogarth trying to tell us? Why was Hogarth so concerned? 

2) Who was William Hogarth? Ask students to find out more about him. Compare 

‘Gin Lane’ with some of his other work. What kind of art did he become well 

known for? The BBC Your Paintings website might be a good starting point. 

3) Ask students to carry out research about the Gin Craze. Was Hogarth right to be 

concerned? What links were there between industrialisation and alcoholism?  

4) Discuss society today and its relationship with alcohol. Are there any changes in 

society’s relationship with alcohol or the way alcohol is viewed? Classes might want 
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to consider how easily available it is, the legal drinking age, binge drinking culture, 

TV advertising and sponsorship, and alcohol awareness groups. Are there any 

restrictions placed upon manufacture and consumption of alcohol? Why? 

5) What might an image depicting todays’ society and its relationship with alcohol 

look like? Students might represent this as an image in the style of Hogarth, or 

work in groups with costumes and props to produce a dramatic frieze. What do 

students feel are the issues that motivate alcoholism today? Are any of these issues 

the same as they were in Hogarth’s society? Did Hogarth make any attempt to 

comment on the root of the problem that provided the catalyst for the so-called 

‘Gin Craze’? 

 

 

 
  


